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SOVIETS EXPLOIT GERMAN PRISONERS
TX GZECHE URANIUM MINES

The uranium-ore mining administration of the Jachymovske Doly (Jachymoy
Mines) in Czechoslovakia is located in the former Sudeten German tobacco factory
in Jachymov. The administration is under the control of Soviet engineers and
officers in civilian clothes. German prisoner-of-war éngineers, watchmakers, and
fitters -- under Soviet supervision -~ have developed instruments in the Jachymov-
gke Mines which locate the uranium. Air samples from the shafts are examined in
the laboratory in ofder to determine the uranium content of the air. Ore semples
are sent to the laboratory from every mine truck leaving the smaller shafts. Every
day 300 men from Jachymov go into the mines with instruments tc search for urenium.

The technical personnel of the mine administration consists of Soviet and
Czech engineers. The technical apparatus, the number of employees, and the organ-
ization of the uranium nzines have increased materially since 1947. The Soviets
are not satisfied with mining the known deposits in the Erzgebirge (Ore Mountains) .
They search for the uranium throughout the country. Two new ore pits were opened
up near Pschibrau [ Pribram?]i in the 'vicinity of Prague, in January 19k9.

Continuously, day and night, 300 Tatra trucks, driven by Czech drivers, carry

- the uranium ore across the East German border to the Soviet transport aircraft in
Chemnitz. Border-crossing points are closed off and patrolled over a wide area by
Czech soldiers and Soviets in civilian clothes. :

The problem of replacing labor forces for the dangercus job of uranium mining
was solved by the Czechs in & 'manner different from that employed by the Soviets in
the Eastern Zone of Germany. German prisoners of var work in most of the pits. A
punitive for German prisoners of war was erected near the new No 2 pit at
Pachibran Pribrn‘t]. Also, hundreds of Sudeten German women were compelled to
vork in the ore-mining area. Czech prisoners work in other pitas. Only in the
Breitenbach pit near Johanngeorgenstadt, near the Bastern border, are the workers
known to be Crech civilians. They are regularly employed and earn from 15,000 to
20,000 crowns a month. Miners who strike ore can raise their wages, through premium
payments, to 30,000-60,000 crowns monthly.

-1 -

CLASSIFICATION _ CONFDENTIAL GBNHBEM!M
R {sTATe P e Gl BTN T
N [ Rl TN Y/ 7 PN (- i

Sanitized éopy Approved for Release 2011/09/19 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600270723-9

Sanitized Copy Aproved for Release 201 1/09/19: CIA-RP80-00809006070-9




ALY H
¢

Sanitized Copy Approve for Release 2011/09/1 9: CI-RDP80-00809A0060270723-

50X1-HUM
CENETITIAL
CONFIDENTTAL s :|

Czech miners working undergrou.nd are equipped with Cerrsan, US B Czecﬁ, and
Soviet pneumatic drilis. Czech brigades use US broaching machines. Only German
prisoners of war end criminal prisoners wvork with pick and suovel.

The prisoner-of-war barracks are located in the immediste vicinity of the
pits. In the Ellas pit, near Jachymow, 750 German prisoners of war are employed,
with 500 of them vorking underground. Also, 300 Sudeten German women are employed
there. They are supposed to fulfill the high production quotas with theixr primi-
tive hend tools. They have neither dust masks nor work clothes. Their atate of
bealth is very poor. Most of them suffer from silicosis. Since 1948 German
prigoners of war heve received clothes every now and then, because their ragged
wniforms sre falling apart. Retions are adequate. They are supposed to receive 2
crowas amily, wnlch is o mere pittance in comparison with the wages of the Czech
civilian workers, but they are not paid es a rule. The Sudeten-Germsn women work :
urder siwilar conditions at the shaking tables. Without protection they are ex- RO A
posed to the dust, to the drzgerous radistion of wranium, and te the lust of the R In A ha

Russians and Czechs in the camp.

Strict security measures are taken to prevent the workers from leaving the
area. However, attempts are constantly being made to escape, and occasionally
they are successful.
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